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&slowly, it becomes hard for her to bear up with
lover’s silences, dlsappearances emotlons and de-

Untouclaed

Untouched  centers  around  the
contemporary story of a woman, her
lover and her husband. The story of meet-
ing of the woman and her lover and how he
fills the void in her life is largely dramatized.

Her husband, a medical doctor in
profession, has been distant from his family be-
cause of his stressful life. There is an unsaid and
unheard silence in him. This results in the
woman having an unbearable loneliness.
She requests her husband to dine
together with one of his patients at their home.

The woman and the patient have short
meetings at his archeological site and then his
apartment. They become lovers. But the lov-
er too had a silence, different to the one of the
husband. They develop their relationship but

the two men.



‘Untouched’ is a theatre production based on European context; that un-
folds in a contemporary stage. It revolves around three characters; Man,
Woman and Lover, where Woman plays the major role and is the only
character that appears physically on the stage. It is a theatre piece that
invol listi b
‘Untouched’ Cast involves a realistic approach set on a dance and movement theatre

As the Director, I had the challenge of creating something from a usual,
extra marital affair, in eyes of the public, into an unusual theatre piece.

ACting - Subuddhi Lakmali I appreciate efforts of M. Safeer, Choreographer and Designer, Vindake
Voice - Sudarshana Bandara / M.Shafraz Weerasinghe, Music Director, Sagara Wijesinghe - Music Director for
. .. Sinhala version, Subuddi Lakmali - Actress, Mohamed Sharaf, M. Sha-

su.'eewa Pathinisekara fraz, Nirosh kavirathna - Stage Managers, their contribution towards

achieving a complete theatre production. They also cooperated well with
me, for the successful completion of this theatre piece.

Photography  Athula Ranaraja

q o Subuddi Lakmali grasped the charact d embraced it to her heart’
Ravindra Ranasmghe grasp e character and embraced it to her heart’s

content. She has a tremendous talent as an experienced vocalist and

Stage given her full effort in achieving higher levels of building connections
Manag ement M. Shafraz / M.Sharaf with the other two characters. She had a great challenge with minimum
) . props and with the two male characters in her imagination under ever

Nirosh Kavirathna disturbing set made of netting.

Music Sagara Wijesingha Her character, in one hand, is entangled to her husband, which is repre-
Video Creations M. Safeer sented by a hanging net, usually disrupting and minimizing her physical

movements. During the play, she gradually finds herself mentally and
Set & physically attached to her lover, who is a completely different character
Choreography M. Safeer _ from her husband. She comes out of the net, which was always becoming

angled with her head and after she finds her new love, she is now free to

Costume M.Safeer on.the remnants of her past. She, who was usually entangled from

Lighting entangled under her feet by the same net that entangled
e. Her character revolves between these two worlds. The
'discusses the general differences of the males and females when

Production \ ¢ Tove.
SCl‘ipt my duty to mention that without the support and courage of
. R eteran dramatist in Sri Lanka; who also choreographed and
Direction ay. It would not have been possible to stage “Untouched”

. the monodrama competition in Shram El Sheikh in Egpyt ( SITFY) in
November 2021.
¥



About the Inter Act Art

Having established in 1992, the TAA is a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, multi-
religious group, involved in development of theatre and performing art. Its decisions are
taken by representatives of afore-mentioned group. During its existence of nearly two and
half decades, IAA has completed many useful activities for the theatre and theatre fraternity.

TAA team members were the pioneers in introducing Forum Theatre (Sinhala
and Tamil) and Black Box Theatre to Sri Lanka, as a different dimension in theatre art.
Aligning with the main objective, IAA has trained island-wide, young creators, undergrad-
uates and corporate sector personnel, in modern trends and techniques. It is located at Sri
Jayewardenepura, the administrative capital of Sri Lanka and is the second BBT South East
Asia.

TAA takes pride being the owner of one and only International Theatre Festi-
idhe Colombo International Theatre Festival - an annual event commenced in 2012,
bcame a turning point in Sri Lankan Theatre arena . IAA has a mini-theatre house,
Academy, a Training Centre for Private Sector Employees, a Dancing Section, a
pduction Unit, Film and Television Production Unit and a Publication Section.

IAA organizes two alternative National Theatre Festivals and two International

Sr1 Lankan theatre festival

Black Box short play festival

Colombo International Theatre Festival (CITF)
Colombo Monodrama Festival

e )

; th Jinte; atlonal artists/institutions through its activities.

Majority of books published by the IAA have bee
Naglonal Institute of Education as reading material for GCE Ordi
Level students who follow performing arts as a subject. We
~tuh1t1es for youth of all ethnicities with creative ideg)
by providing basic facilities. Most of their cr
International level. Furthermore, it has
their contribution TAA has alrea




The Director and Writer
Sujeewa Pathinisekara

Sujeewa Pathinisekara, works for the
Government of Sri Lanka, studied at Royal
College, Colombo, St. Joseph Vaz College, Wennap-
puwa and Aquinas College, Colombo, graduated
from University of Sri Jayewardenepura in 1993,
Master of Arts- Drama & Theatre from University
Sri Jayewardenepura in 2008. worked for the drama
group “Shakespeare Centre Sri Lanka” and studied
acting and theatre from 1994-2011, He translat-
ed, directed and produced William Shakespeare’s
“King Lear” in Sinhala in 2012 it was the first time
in the history of Sri Lanka that King Lear has been
produced in Sinhala -native language of Sri Lanka.

He has been working with the Inter Act
Art team since then. He also directed and acted the
German contemporary play “Violin, Cello, Dou-
ble Base” in Sinhala “Api Narakai Thamai” in 2016.
Acted in the children’s theatre play “Kevin” directed
by M. Safeer in 2019. “Untouched” is a contempo-
rary play written and directed by him for the world
theatre.



M. Safeer — Choreographer and Set Designer

An award winning director of theatre, a playwright, the pioneer who
introduced concepts of Black Box Theatre and Forum Theatre in addition to few
other forms of theatre in Sri Lanka, a director of a publishing house which has pub-
lished numerous books during the past two decades. He is also the founder of Colombo
International Theatre Festival, an annual event since 2012.

As an author he wrote his first book on artistic entrepreneurship in the
entertainment industry in 1998. He also worte the first book in Sri Lanka about Page
Maker software in sinhala. Further, he wrote and published the Stage Management
Handbook in 2000 and the Black Box Theatre (BBT) in Sinhala, in 2009. He has also
written a dozen of books on theatre which had been prescribed by the National Institute
of Education for GCE Ordinary and Advanced Level students who follow Performing
Theatre Studies as a subject.

During last quarter of a century, Safeer has been a participant at numerous
National and International theatrical and artistic projects as an invitee as well as a panel
member. Along with theatre productions and writing books he has conducted many
theatre workshops with different communities, all over Sri Lanka and in international
arena. Safeer’s main visionary theme as well as the focus has been on the importance of
transformation, collaboration and development of new capacities.

He worked as a consultant and director programmer in numerous
international organizations. In 2013 he was invited by FLAME University of P
(Foundation for Liberal Arts and Management Education) in India for a worl

production.

In 2015 he produced and di
artists from.Geagln being
of Goa, India.

theatre pieces, monodramas, dance and contemporary productions in last three dec-
ades.

Safeer is a member of the committee nominated by the Prime Minister of
Sri Lanka to monitor the construction of John de Silva Theatre and many more thea-
tres spread around island in 2016. He is also a member of the Executive Committee of
National Federation of Theatre Artists in Sri Lanka (NFTAS).




Subuddhi Lakmali - Actress

Subuddhi Lakmali is a vocalist,
actor & a voice trainer who has been working
since 2007. She started her carrier as an opera
artist with “Agni Opera” directed by the late vet-
eran musician Maestro Premasiri Khemadasa
and afterwards performed the leading role of
the well-known play “Rathuhettakaari” directed
by the veteran Director & Lyricist Lucian Bulath-
sinhala.

She started her carrier from the
theatre & expanded her acting capacity to the
silver screen as well as the television. She has
been nominated as the best singer, best actor in
the State Awards in Sri Lanka.

She acted in Inter Act Art production
“Untouched” Monodrama directed by Sujeewa
Pathinisekara and won the best performance at
Sharm-El Sheikh International Theatre Festiva
for Youth (SITFY) Egypt in November 2021.

Recently she acted in stage drama “Low:
and Lockdown” directed by M.Safeer whic
illustrates a damsels’ life between love and he
self lockdown...



Stage Managers
M.Shafraz

M.Sharaf

-

Lighting Designer =
Wasantha Kumara
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