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Cast

Anne - Imaya Bogoda

Mr. Frank - Jayanath Bandara
Mrs. Frank - Vishaka Jayaweera
Margot - Chithreena Medis

Photography - Athula Ranaraja

Designing and

Video Animation - Saliya Liyanarachchi

Music - M.Sharaf

Stage Manager - M.Safraz /M.Sharaf / Silumini A
Set and Light - M.Safeer /Wasantha Kumara
Assitance Director - Vishaka Jayaweera

Script - Jayalath S. Gomes /M.Safeer(
Interaational PR - Thimira Rajapaksa
Director - M.Safeer
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTECuUo7clo




Anne Frank, the Easter and Corona....

After 08 years | have directed a theatre production for Goethe Institut. This time it’s not a drama based on a German
script, but on a world famous book “Diary of a young girl “Anne Frank.” It was a great challenge to do a play just on notes writ-
ten on her diary and on the other hand working on choreography, Since, | have been facing challenges for the last 3 decades,
on this occasion, | just forgot about the difficulties and handled the job.

Even though it was planned from last year we were able complete the work only recently. It was a not an easy task,
but with the dedication and love of my team we were able to make it a reality. Within a short span of time, with proper
planning we completed the drama in both English and Sinhala languages. Also, without the encouragements and assistances
given by the Director of the Goethe Institute, Dr. Petra Reynolds, Mr. Daniel Stoll - the Chief librarian, new Director Mr. Stefan
Winkler and the whole staff of the Institute it would have been a restricted to just thoughts, not reality.

As a Muslim, | saw through Anne Frank’s Diary the agony, the mental pressure and the unease the entire society
under went after the recent Easter Sunday attack. Anne and the family went into hiding knowing of Hitter’s anti-Jewish arro-
gance. In the same way parents of this country did not send their children to schools. Did not go out to see a film or a drama
nor loiter in public places. Went straight home after work and got caged in it. This is similar to be imprisoned. Everyone lived
in fear and under tremendous pressure. We were, really like walking skeletons. What happened 70 years ago is repeating
even today. Many inhuman acts are taking place based on ethnic, religious, cast, creed, power and the class. There seems to
be no end to these acts. All of us are engaged in an unending war. We too feel the same things that Anne felt long time ago.
Aren’t we? History repeats!

A 13 year girl wrote her feelings in her diary not expecting it to be the 2nd best read book in the world. But it so
happened. Now Anne is a precedence to the present generation. There’s a lot to be learnt from her writings, which are like
silver linings.

It is a well-known fact that with the heat of the Easter attack Passover, we had to face a global pandemic. Through
that again we had to be legally isolated. To this day, the risk is not gone. We may have to be isolated again at any moment. In
the new normal life we are still performing the play to the final round of this year's drama festival despite a thousand obsta-
cles. That too in a way is dramatic.

All these helped me to stage Anne Frank here in my country. So, | keep my creation in front of you and keep silent.

M. Safeer,
Director
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M. Safeer - Director / Writer / Choreographer

An award winning director of theatre, a playwright, the pioneer who
introduced concepts of Black Box Theatre and Forum Theatre in addition to few
other forms of theatre in Sri Lanka, a director of a publishing house which has pub-
lished numerous books during the past two decades. He is also the founder of Colombo
International Theatre Festival, an annual event since 2012.

As an author he wrote his first book on artistic entrepreneurship in the
entertainment industry in 1998. He also worte the first book in Sri Lanka about Page
Maker software in sinhala. Further, he wrote and published the Stage Management
Handbook in 2000 and the Black Box Theatre (BBT) in Sinhala, in 2009. He has also
written a dozen of books on theatre which had been prescribed by the National Institute
of Education for GCE Ordinary and Advanced Level students who follow Performing
Theatre Studies as a subject.

During last quarter of a century, Safeer has been a participant at numerous
National and International theatrical and artistic projects as an invitee as well as a panel
member. Along with theatre productions and writing books he has conducted many
theatre workshops with different communities, all over Sri Lanka and in international
arena. Safeer’s main visionary theme as well as the focus has been on the importance of
transformation, collaboration and development of new capacities.

He worked as a consultant and director programmer in numerous
international organizations. In 2013 he was invited by FLAME University of Pune
(Foundation for Liberal Arts and Management Education) in India for a workshop
on physical theatre with the university students followed by a contemporary theatre
production.

In 2015 he produced and directed three

. artists from Goa, India after being inwited
of Goa, India’;'“ .

He has di‘t'eMmoe tha
theatre pieces, monodramas, dance and conte
ades.
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Safeer is a member of the committee nominated by the Prime Minister of
Sri Lanka to monitor the construction of John de Silva Theatre and many more thea-
tres spread around island in 2016. He is also a member of the Executive Committee of
National Federation of Theatre Artists in Sri Lanka (NFTAS).
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INTER ACT ART

Theatre Art for New Generation

About the Inter Act Art

Having established in 1992, the IAA is a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, multi-religious group, involved in
development of theatre and performing art. Its decisions are taken by representatives of afore-mentioned group.
During its existence of nearly two and half decades, IAA has completed many useful activities for the theatre and
theatre fraternity.

IAA team members were the pioneers in introducing Forum Theatre (Sinhala and Tamil) and Black
Box Theatre to Sri Lanka, as a different dimension in theatre art. Aligning with the main objective, IAA has trained
island-wide, young creators, undergraduates and corporate sector personnel, in modern trends and techniques. It is
located at Sri Jayewardenepura, the administrative capital of Sri Lanka and is the second BBT South East Asia.

IAA takes pride being the owner of one and only International Theatre Festival - The Colombo Interna-
tional Theatre Festival - an annual event commenced in 2012, which became a turning point in Sri Lankan Theatre
arena . IJAA has a mini-theatre house, a Theatre Academy, a Training Centre for Private Sector Employees, a Dancing
Section, a Drama Production Unit, Film and Television Production Unit and a Publication Section.

IAA organizes two alternative National Theatre Festivals and two International Theatre Festivals annually:
a) Sri Lankan theatre festival

9] Black Box short play festival
9] Colombo International Theatre Festival (CITF)
d) Colombo Monodrama Festival

Albeit being a small organization it has built a considerable relationship with the international artists/
institutions through its activities.

Majority of books published by the IAA have been prescribed by the National Institute of Education as
reading material for GCE Ordinary Level and Advanced Level students who follow performing arts as a subject. We
at TAA collectively offer opportunities for youth of all ethnicities with creative ideologies to work to fulfill their ob-
jectives by providing basic facilities. Most of their creations have won awards at the National and International level.
Furthermore, it has a News Casting Section and a web space. As part of their contribution IAA has already presented
two films to the global market.

Also, our team was able to bring the only international award for the best play in the
history of Sri Lankan theatre in November 2021.






In the day of remembrance of Anne Frank
this had been a great collective effort by
recreating this story as a drama. Its a great

effort.
(Veteran Theatre Director Lucian Bulathsinhala)

...... When speaking pf the hor-
rors of war and the cruelty of war an
character unforgettable in the world
history who faced the horrors of war is
Anne Frank. There are many creations
worldwide, which are based on the story
of Anne frank and despite all of them. |
consider this production as a very special
experience for me, which was conduct-
ed beautifully in a space like this. All the
actors and actresses and the supporting
artist played a wonderful job bringing
this story alive. As well as this drama was
a new experience to the Sri Lankan audi-

Imaya and Chithreena made us proud
being musaeus college students they
performed brilliantly well.

(Ajith de soyza (Musaeus college — Chairman)

About the "Ann Frank" ...

| enjoyed the drama to the best within the
one hour it was performed in.This was a sto-
ry which revolved around the horrors the
jews had to face during war times. Though
| have read stories about the 2nd world war
and I've never watched a play based on it.
This play directed us to entertain this play

breaking the boundaries of traditional Sri
Lankan plays. This short play told us a huge
story. This drama was so successful that in
the end we didnt feel that we have come to
the end of the story but yet to a beginning of
another story. | admire the director's effort
taken in directing this drama. This play was
produced in a way that it managed to grab
the full attention of the audience without
letting their attention getting derived away
even for a spilt second. The two little ac-
tresses managed to put up a very successful
act. Also the characters of the mother and
the father was portrait well. This drama gave
us a new lifetime experience. The overall
drama was a huge success of a high quality.
- Deshamanya Upul Ranasinghe-

Yeah, Imaya 's acting was up to interna-
tional standards it was really brilliant. i
think the whole production was superb
its something different than we used to
watch and i think we should be getting
this opportunity for others to see the dra-
ma as well. Thank you very much.
(Naveen Gunaratne , Musaeus college
Director)

| watched the sinhala version of
this Anne Frank Drama yesterday . When
comparing sinhala and the English Anne Frank
drama i felt the same kind of emotions. It was
a successful production which compromised
of a few heart touching scenes from the dia-
ry of Anne Frank. The audience felt the drama
and lived throughout the drama actively be-
cause of the model which was used to present
this drama. What we all suggested was that
this drama will be a huge success if it can be
continued to be presented by using the Black
Box theatre model without going for prosceni-
um theatre even when showing this drama in
schools. Imaya, Jayanath Ayya, Vishaka Akka,
Anne's sister and as well as Primal Ayya acted
very well. When Anne Frank's character was
prominent throughout the play, Anne Frank's
sister played a nice role by under playing
throughout the play.
(Actress Subudhi Lakmali)
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INTER ACT ART

Theatre Art for New Generation

INTER ACT ART BLACK BOX THEATER HOUSE
295, U.E. Perera Mw, Obeysekarapura, Rajagiriya, Sri Lanka.

Tel - +94 117 201 299 / +94 773 129 749

Email - interactartsl@gmail.com

Web : interactart.wordpress.com / www.citfsrilanka.info

FB- https://www.facebook.com/interactartsl
https://web.facebook.com/CITFSriLankalns :

https://www.instagram.com/colombotheatrefes/

Interaational PR :

Thimira Rajapaksa
M : +94701 287 685
thimirar@gmail.com



